
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

 

 
 

 

We all seemed to enjoy the new venue at Appin House 

for the Birthday Dinner, the meal was great and 

Sheila‟s beautiful cake was great!   The surprise act 

with our new members, Violet, Olga, and Merv,  also 

known as Margaret, Kathy and Malcolm, caused lots 

of laughter and, I believe, rehearsals were hilarious. 

It was interesting to see the photographic display of 

past events set up by David.   Thank you, Margaret, for 

organising such a lovely night.     

 

I would also like to congratulate and thank Sue 

Kijurina for the many hours she has worked on our 

website enabling us to look at all the newsletters, past 

and present, with the aid of a password.  

 

Dorothy 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER last meeting was Senior 

Constable Christine Millman who gave us some 

very good advice on our security. 

 

 
GUEST SPEAKER for the June Meeting is Tim 

Bryan, Managing Partner of BCP Accounting, 

Campbelltown. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  4658 0466 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O‟Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

  

  INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email fogartyb@bigpond.com 
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HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Daphne Ellis, Eileen Mcgregor, Peter 

O’Loughlin, Marcia Pain, Kate Riley, Fred Selby, 

Beverley Crawford, Peter Williams 
 

WELFARE – Sheila McAtamney 
Lorraine Ball is not too well at the moment and I have 

sent her a card from all of us with our good wishes.  I 

have spoken to her his week. 

Gloria Phillips:   I have spoken to Gloria this week 

and she is doing very well and out of hospital now.  

She will still be in plaster for at least another 6 weeks. 

Lynne Turner:  She is being discharged from hospital 

this week and will be going to stay with her daughter.  

She has finished her radiation treatment and they are 

not going to start chemotherapy yet. 

 

 

A PROFILE –  Vincent Fisher  
 

I was born in 

Sydney in 

1942 and 

lived at 

Fontainebleau 

Street, Sans 

Souci which 

is still the 

longest word I 

can spell. 

 

With my older brother and sister we enjoyed the local 

pool, Cronulla surf and the scouting movement.  I 

attended schools in Kogarah and completed trade 

school at St. Benedict‟s Broadway.  After obtaining 

my Electrician Licence with O‟Donnell Grifffin and 

Moorefield Tech I obtained the Management 

Certificate which enabled me to go into industrial 

sales. 

 

By now I had noticed a blonde bombshell named Coral 

who was born at Brighton and had an older brother.  

They moved to Peakhurst when she was 13.  We were 

married in 1965 and made our home in Peakhurst 

where we lived for 44 years (what a clean out). 

 

Life rolled along, blessed with 3 wonderful kids, we 

enjoyed many holidays camping up and down the east 

coast.  Participated in scouts, netball, soccer and motor 

bike riding with the Menai police youth club. 

 

Working for multinational companies like Cutler 

Hammer & Siemens I enjoyed national and 

international travel which increases your knowledge as 

well as your waistline.  Coral joined me on her first 

overseas trip to Singapore and Italy which was the start 

of our overseas holidays.  I retired from full time work 

in 2000 and moved to Elderslie in December 2009. 

 

Our oldest son and daughter are both married and live 

locally.  They have 2 active kids each from 16 years to 

11 who keep us busy with sport and camping holidays. 

 

Strange how life works out, our youngest son, who 

was a little timid as a kid, took off to Canada to 

explore his passion of snowboards.  While on his third 

trip he found his wife to be, a lovely Canadian.  In 

2001 they were married in Maui with all of our family 

present.  They now live in London, Ontario with our 

youngest granddaughter and grandson, 9 and 7 years. 

 

Our main travel is to Canada whilst the kids are young 

and still cute!  Our favourite stopover to revive on the 

way home is Hawaii. 

 

Probus is the ideal organisation for us to meet like 

minded people in the area we selected for our 

retirement. 

 

 

LA PEROUSE TOUR – Malcolm Smith 

 
Probus members had an enjoyable and informative 

tour to La Perouse on Friday, 20
th
 May.  The day 

started very favourably with an easy run down the M5 

giving us plenty of time to enjoy morning tea in the 

sunshine while taking in the panorama of Botany Bay, 

spoilt only by the smog haze from the fire back 

burning affecting the distant views. 

 

Botany Bay is an important place in our early history – 

visited by Captain Cook, the First Fleet  and the 

French explorer La Perouse.  It has also been the site 

of a long established Aboriginal settlement and, in 

modern times, home to Port Botany and Kingsford 

Smith Airport. 

 

We were split into two groups.  The guide for our 

group, Greg had considerable knowledge and a great 

enthusiasm for the area.  Our first stop was the 

Museum.  The building was erected in 1882 as the 

terminal for the telegraph cable to New Zealand.  It 

served several other functions until this museum was 

established, devoted primarily to the explorer La 

Perouse, although when we were there it also had an 

exhibition of brilliantly coloured Aboriginal painting. 

 

When Arthur Phillip arrived in Botany Bay in January 

1788 he was, we believe, only the second European, 

after Captain Cook in 1770, to visit Botany Bay.  A 

few days later La Perouse arrived with two ships and 

stayed for about two months.  At La Perouse there is a 

monument to his expedition and also the grave of a 

chaplain who died while they were there.  After La 

Perouse sailed away he was never seen again, creating 

one of the greatest mysteries in Australian History – 

what happened to La Perouse? 

 



La Perouse was near the end of a scientific expedition 

which had already taken him down the Atlantic, 

around Cape Horne, up the Pacific coast of South and 

North America, Alaska, Hawaii and Samoa.  Many 

French explorers unsuccessfully searched for him in 

subsequent decades, exploring a lot of the Australian 

coastline – a fact the British biased history we were 

taught at school barely mentioned. 

 

Our tour of the museum gave details of La Perouse‟s 

voyage, but especially the search for him which ended 

in 1958.  His ships sank in a severe storm at a small 

island in the eastern Solomon Islands.  Only a few 

crew survived never to see Europeans again. 

 

Bare Island was the other site we visited.  This island, 

very close to the shore at La Perouse and now joined to 

the mainland by a wooden bridge, was named by 

Captain Cook because of its features.  Our interest in 

the island relates to what happened after 1876 when 

the British decided it was an excellent site for a 

defensive fort to protect the Bay (from the island you 

look straight out through the heads) from possible 

Russian attack.  Several forts were built along the coast 

at this time, but the only one to actually fire in anger 

was Fort Scratchly at Newcastle when it fired on a 

Japanese submarine shelling the city in 1942. 

 

The fort on Bare Island is a well-planned fort with 5 

cannons defending the entrance to the Bay.  Tunnels 

connected the gun sights and contain the various 

storerooms.  .  Our guide gave an excellent explanation 

of how the cannons worked.  Last century the island 

was used as home for war veterans.  Its present role is 

as an historical and tourist site. 

 

By now we were all ready to appreciate the excellent 

seafood lunch we had in the pleasant surroundings of 

Danny‟s Restaurant before our return home which 

included a drive around part of Botany Bay. 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

 

Art Appreciation – 

Francoise Kirkland   

 

 

  

 
 

Painting by  

Sue Kijurina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

At our last Book Club meeting we analysed and 

discussed our responses to “The Great Gatsby” which 

is soon to be remade into a film.  Most of us found it a 

complex but interesting read. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, June 20
th
 at 

7.30pm.  We will be sharing our own recommended 

books. 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

If you arrived at my home for cards on the 27th – 

bad luck – the rest of us were at Appin House enjoying 

ourselves. 

Cards will be on 3
rd

 June and again on 24
th
 June 

commencing at 7.00pm. at Harrington Park.  I think 

the next one after that will be at the Starkey Casino. 
 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

At our last meeting the ladies made three masculine 

style cards.  We then faced a challenge in which 

everyone was given the same sketch and had to design 

their own card based on that sketch.  It was interesting 

to see the variations on the theme.  All the cards were 

lovely, but very different.  At our meeting on 7
th
 June 

we will be making a set of black and white cards using 

some different techniques and only a little stamping. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

We all had a fabulous fun day on Tuesday 17
th
 May.  

We are still knitting and hand quilting, also three ladies 

are learning how to crochet and are progressing well.   

Here are some projects you can learn to do … knitting 

coat hanger covers with lace, trauma teddies (knitted 

teddy for children in hospital), card stitching (a pattern 

you prick and stitch – Christmas, birthday, children 

cards etc – this is fun and easy to do.  There is more 

…. I am also open for any suggestions on projects you 

would like to do or learn.  So come along on Tuesday, 

7
th
 June at 2pm. 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

We had a lovely morning at Heather and Allen 

Benham‟s home, and we came away with some terrific 

cuttings for our gardens.  I walk around my garden and 

I can usually remember which friend‟s garden my 

plants have come from – so much better than buying 

plants because the memory doesn‟t come with them. 

 

Next month on the 24
th
 June we are booked in to visit 

Glenleigh Historic Home at 427 Mulgoa Road, 

Penrith.  We have about 15 gardeners, but we need a 

minimum of 20 so if anyone is interested then just let 

me know.  Apparently they take big coaches so there is 

plenty of room.  The cost is $13 each and that covers a 

Devonshire tea and a tour of the house.  Apparently the 

garden is beautiful in all seasons.  They have a website 

if you want a sneak preview. 

Keep Potting On 

 

 



Happy Snappers - Ros Hodgins 

Our meeting on 13
th
 May was at Belgenny Farm.  It 

was a beautiful day and everyone had a great time 

exploring the wonderful history of this site.  I am sure 

they will want to visit again.  We had a lovely morning 

tea in the sun and later went to Camden for a nice 

lunch at the Crown. 

Our next gathering will be a visit to the City on 

Thursday, 9
th
 June to photograph Vivid Sydney.  We 

start at City Extra for an early dinner, then head off to 

photograph the beautiful sites.  Those Club Members 

interested call me on 46257759 for travel details, 

meeting place and times. 

On Friday, 10
th
 June we will have a Guest Speaker at 

our meeting in the Activity Centre at 10am. 

Sue has kindly invited us to join The Gardeners on a 

trip to Glenleigh House on 24
th
 June. Please let me 

know if you are interested so we can organise to car 

pool. 

Thanks David for the great Photographic Display at 

our Anniversary Dinner.  I am sure it brought back 

many memories of the great times had on trips and 

holidays with all our friends at Narellan Probus. 

Happy Snapping! 

 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person  

 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

28 of us met at our home to play „crochet‟ also known 

as croquet!  The day was freezing with plenty of wind 

and the 

occasional 

shower, but 

the hardy 

souls really 

enjoyed the 

experience of 

trying to get 

the ball 

through the 

little goal 

posts.   The next game will be played on Monday, 11
th
 

July 2.00pm to 4.00pm, but will be more intense with 

„professional‟ score cards. Photo of Jean Mossman 

with her crochet hat! 

 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

 

Payments due at this meeting: 

 

 David Parsons on 17
th
 June  

 Hairspray on 29
th
 June  

 

We still have a few spots left on our Toowoomba and 

Tasmania Tours, if you have any friends who would be 

interested in coming with us let them know so we can 

include them on the tours. 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

At our last meeting Kathy, Sharon and Ros shared their 

experiences of their recent trip to Canada and Alaska.  

They showed their trip from three different 

perspectives of a variety of optional trips and the 

different interests of the people involved. 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, 15
th

 June when 

Ron and Elaine will feature excerpts from their journey 

north from the Queensland border to Cape York. 

 

The Travel Tales group meets the third Wednesday of 

every month at the large hall in Park Cental at 7.30pm.  

Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you have photos of 

any trip you enjoyed and would like to share them with 

other members please speak to either Kathy or 

Malcolm so we can arrange a date for you. 

 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

May was a busy month for our theatre and shows.  We 

had a good number attending and enjoying the events. 

June 29: Hairspray, Wednesday Matinee 1pm Lyric 

Theatre, Star City.  Pay $60 at June meeting. 

July 23: Motherhood the Musical, Campbelltown 

Catholic Club 8pm $40 p/p.  An hilarious musical 

journey about the lives and friendships of four very 

different mums.  

August 6: Elvis The Max, Campbelltown Catholic 

Club 8pm $45 p/p  The new tour will capture Elvis 

through the decades. 

August 7: Mary Duff, Irish Singer, Campbelltown 

Catholic Club 2.30pm $60 p/p 

August 13: Hot August Night Anniversary Concert, 

Campbelltown Catholic Club 8pm $50 p/p  A re-

creation of one of the greatest live albums of all times 

Peter Byrne brings Neil Diamond with 30 piece 

symphony orchestra.  

Sept: 24 Menopause the Musical, Campbelltown 

Catholic Club 8pm $40 p/p  A 90 minute one act 

laugh-a-thon, maybe a realisation that there is a 

wonderful life waiting after “The Change” 

October 5: The Wharf Revue 2011, Casula 

PowerHouse 8pm Concession Group 10 $25 or 

Concession $35 p/p  The 90 minute Revue will be 

packed full of up-to-the-second satire of contemporary 

politics and popular culture 

 

 

BOOK SWAP  All readers in the club, remember to 

take home a book and if you have any books you 

would like to add please do. 

 

 

 



 
The Jersey Girls 

 

 

 
Violet, Olive and Merv 

 

 

 
 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship of the domain name for our 

Website for 2 years  -   

 

10% off Mechanical Repairs. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

CALENDAR 
Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

Jun 3   Meeting @  Narellan Library 10.00am 

Jun 3 Cards at Harrington Park 7.00pm 

Jun 6 Tours: “Arise” Natural Therapies at Mater Dei 

 and Oran Park House, Cobbitty 

Jun 7    Craft with Mary 

Jun 7 Card Making with Marion 

Jun 9 Walking Tour: Garden Island Heritage Tour 

Jun 9 Photography Sydney Light Spectacular 

Jun 10 Photography with Ros 

Jun 15 Restaurant Outing: Campbelltown RSL, Buffet 

lunch 12.00 midday 

Jun 15 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Jun 17 Coach Tour: David Parsons 

Jun 20 Book Club with Pat 7.30pm 

Jun 21 Craft with Mary 

Jun 24 Gardening with Sue 

Jun 24  Cards at Harrington Park 7.00pm 

Jun 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Jun 29 Hairspray, Lyric Theatre 1pm Matinee 

Jul 1 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

Jul 5 Cards with Marion 

Jul 5 Craft with Mary 

Jul 8 Photography with Ros 

Jul 15 Yulefest in the Highlands 

Jul 19 Craft with Mary 

Jul 20 Travel Tales  7.30pm 

Jul 22 Gardening with Sue 

Jul 23 Motherhood The Musical, C.C.C. 8pm 

Jul 26 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Jul 27 Photography with Ros 

Aug 2 Craft with Mary 

Aug 5 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

Aug 6:  Elvis The Max, CCC 8pm 

Aug 7: Mary Duff, Irish Singer, CCC 2.30pm 

Aug 9 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 12 Photography with Ros 

Aug 13 Hot August Night Anniversary Concert, CCC 

8pm 

Aug 16 Craft with Mary 

Aug 17 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Aug 19 Coach Tour: Australian Motorlife Museum 

Aug 26 Gardening with Sue 

Aug 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

 

 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site 

http:/www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING:   Fri  3 June 2011 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri  1 July 2011 

      10am-12 noon 


